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Forestry Commission

The Forestry Commission is a non-ministerial 
government department responsible for the 
management of publicly owned forests and the 
regulation of both public and private forestry in 
England.

Forest Research

Forest Research provides research services relevant to 
UK and international forestry interests, informing and 
supporting forestry’s contribution to government 
policies. It provides the evidence base for UK forestry 
practices and supports innovation.

Forest Research is an executive agency, sponsored by 
the Forestry Commission.
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James Ramskir-Gardiner

Forestry Commission’s Agroforestry Adviser

‘Breaking down the silos between farming and forestry’

My main role is the upskilling of both the forestry & 
farming sectors in England to facilitate agroforestry 
understanding, creation and management.

I am also working with Defra and wider partners in 
designing the ELMS Agroforestry offer as well as 
providing advice and support to FC staff, local and 
national organisations regarding agroforestry.

james.ramskir-gardiner@forestrycommission.gov.uk
07815 645 676

mailto:james.ramskir-gardiner@forestrycommission.gov.uk


FC Bulletin 122: 
Agroforestry in the 
UK

Published: 2000

Pages: 128

https://cdn.forestresearch.g
ov.uk/2000/03/fcbu122.pdf
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https://cdn.forestresearch.gov.uk/2000/03/fcbu122.pdf


FC Bulletin 91: 

The Timbers of 
Farm Woodland 
Trees

Published: 1990

Pages: 22

https://cdn.forestresearch.g
ov.uk/1990/03/fcbu091.pdf
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https://cdn.forestresearch.gov.uk/1990/03/fcbu091.pdf


FC Handbook 3: 
Farm Woodland 
Practice

Published: 1988

Pages: 106

https://cdn.forestresearch.g
ov.uk/1988/03/fchb003.pdf

(Physical copy with me for 
anyone who would like to look 
through)
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https://cdn.forestresearch.gov.uk/1988/03/fchb003.pdf


FC Handbook 8: 
Establishing Farm 
Woodlands

Published: 1992

Pages: 42

https://cdn.forestresearch.g
ov.uk/1992/03/fchb008.pdf

(Physical copy with me for 
anyone who would like to look 
through)
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https://cdn.forestresearch.gov.uk/1992/03/fchb008.pdf


FC Technical Paper 
21: Trees for 
Shelter

Published: 1997

Pages: 75

https://cdn.forestresearch.g
ov.uk/1997/04/fctp021.pdf
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https://cdn.forestresearch.gov.uk/1997/04/fctp021.pdf


The creation of 
small woodlands on 
farms

Published: 2006

Pages: 66

https://cdn.forestresearch.g
ov.uk/2006/03/fcfc150.pdf
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https://cdn.forestresearch.gov.uk/2006/03/fcfc150.pdf


Forest Research

Tenanted farms and 
woodland creation

Published: 2023

Pages: 26

https://cdn.forestresearch.g
ov.uk/2023/06/Tenanted-
farms-and-woodland-
creation-%E2%80%93-
Evidence-review-and-
interview-insights.pdf

Agroforestry Degree Level Resources – July 2023 9

https://cdn.forestresearch.gov.uk/2023/06/Tenanted-farms-and-woodland-creation-%E2%80%93-Evidence-review-and-interview-insights.pdf


Forest Research

The potential for 
agroforestry to 
reduce net GHG 
emissions in 
Scotland through 
the Woodland 
Carbon Code

Published: 2022

Pages: 51

https://www.climatexchang
e.org.uk/media/5388/cxc-
the-potential-for-
agroforestry-to-reduce-net-
ghg-emissions-in-scotland-
through-the-woodland-
carbon-code-may-22.pdf

Agroforestry Degree Level Resources – July 2023 10

https://www.climatexchange.org.uk/media/5388/cxc-the-potential-for-agroforestry-to-reduce-net-ghg-emissions-in-scotland-through-the-woodland-carbon-code-may-22.pdf


Grow your farm 
business: How trees 
can benefit your 
land, crops and 
livestock

Published: 2023

Pages: 27

https://www.gov.uk/govern
ment/publications/grow-
your-farm-business-how-
trees-can-benefit-your-land-
crops-and-livestock
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/grow-your-farm-business-how-trees-can-benefit-your-land-crops-and-livestock


Tree planting and 
woodland creation 
case studies

Published: 2023

21 Case studies, mixture of 
both print and video

https://www.gov.uk/govern
ment/collections/tree-
planting-and-woodland-
creation-case-studies
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https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/tree-planting-and-woodland-creation-case-studies


Woodland Creation: 
Financial case 
studies

Published: 2023

2 anonymised case studies, 

https://assets.publishing.ser
vice.gov.uk/government/upl
oads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/1145187/W
MB_10ha_Financial_study_M
ar_23.pdf

https://assets.publishing.ser
vice.gov.uk/government/upl
oads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/1145248/W
MB_100ha_Financial_study_
Mar_23.pdf
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1145187/WMB_10ha_Financial_study_Mar_23.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1145248/WMB_100ha_Financial_study_Mar_23.pdf


The Benefits of 
Woodland Creation 
Fact sheets

Published: 2022/23

https://assets.publishing.ser
vice.gov.uk/government/upl
oads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/1137234/W
MB_Fact_sheet_Jan_23.pdf

https://assets.publishing.ser
vice.gov.uk/government/upl
oads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/1084680/FC
_Fact_Sheet_Carbon_FINAL
_14062022.pdf

https://assets.publishing.ser
vice.gov.uk/government/upl
oads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/1136539/WA
W_fact_sheet_Feb_23.pdf
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1137234/WMB_Fact_sheet_Jan_23.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1084680/FC_Fact_Sheet_Carbon_FINAL_14062022.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1136539/WAW_fact_sheet_Feb_23.pdf


Woodland Creation: 
Understanding 
Wood Pasture and 
Agroforestry

Recorded: 2023

1 Hour 30 Mins

https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=j6i1F207CFE

Agroforestry Degree Level Resources – July 2023 15

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6i1F207CFE


Forestry 
Commission 
Agroforestry 
Presentations

Contact James Ramskir-
Gardiner for presentation 
access and booking for 
guest lecturing

james.ramskir-
gardiner@forestrycommissio
n.gov.uk

• Multiple presentations given to both forestry and farming 
sectors

• Covering a range of topics including farm timber potential, 
overview of agroforestry systems, current funding and 
regulations managing trees in the farm landscape, 
designing and planning woodland/ agroforestry creation

• Guest lectures delivered to degree and college level 
students. (Newcastle University, Harper Adams University, 
Northumberland College.)

• Previous lectures tailored to course subject matter. E.g. 
Farm business, Stakeholder engagement and regulations.

• Practical volunteering work / site visits on local farms 
establishing & managing agroforestry may be possible 
where timings & location align.

• Example of lecture slides…
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mailto:james.ramskir-gardiner@forestrycommission.gov.uk
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Open tree planting;

informal arrangement, 
rows, or 

along boundaries

The Agroforestry 
creation spectrum

Field corners, copses, and small 
farm woodlands (up to EWCO 

min)

Riparian corridor buffers

Low and high density “in field” agroforestry arranged in rows, 
grids, or more informally. Pastoral and arable systems. Up to 

400/ha

Wood Pasture, Parkland, and 
Traditional Orchards

Woodland Creation 

Possible new woodland creation, with 
longer term agroforestry intention

Existing Woodland: 

Possible grazing requests

Hedges 
with 
trees

Wide 
“Agroforestry 

Hedges”

Shelterbelts and shelterbelt networks

EWCO if over 10m wide
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More regular “alley” designs effectively facilitate arable systems, but can equally 
be used for grazing, grass management, and mixed rotation systems

Tree element can range from low growing fruit and nut species through to large 
timber species like Cricket Bat Willow and Poplar, all giving different effects of 
shade, shelter on the land below. 

Allowing the agroforestry system to be designed for geographic, climatic, and 
economic requirements in any given situation

Opportunity for the Forest Industry:  Establishment, maintenance, good potential 
for medium to high quality products if managed well, although crown growth may 
be a limiting factor due to greater distance between stems
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Agroforestry 
can start with 
hedgerows….

Providing 
effective 
windbreaks, 
shade, and 
shelter

Increasing tree 
numbers 
without giving 
up acreage

Hedgerows with trees and  
field corner planting

Agroforestry Degree Level Resources – July 2023
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(Jim McAdam)

Soil Association

Silvopasture

Regular systems

Allowing sward 
management

High pruned and 
thinned 

For sward light 
levels and timber 
quality
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(Jim McAdam)

riparian corridor buffer

Ecosystem services

Riparian corridor buffer

Buffering watercourses 
with woodland and 
rough vegetation

stabilising and filtering

Before

After



22Integrating trees, woodland, and forestry into farming practice.

2% decrease in “egg 
seconds”

(valued at 30% of Class A eggs)

4,800 dozen eggs moving from 
seconds to Class A 

£3,360 saving

3% decrease in 
bird mortality under trees

(e.g., flock of 10,000 birds) 

Eggs@£1/dozen (2018)  

£7,200 saving 

Decreased mortality

Decreased egg seconds 

Combined:

total saving of £10,560 
per flock 

Just for having trees

Poultry industry established research:
(David Brass, Lakes Free Range Egg Company, Bright and Joret study)
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Future Forestry Commission Resources

• Aspirations to create a publicly available ‘Forestry for Farmers’ course. (Building upon an inhouse 
‘Forestry for Non-Foresters course)

• Exploring funding and collaborative work with the Soil Association to enhance their existing online ‘An 
introduction to agroforestry and farm woodland benefits and opportunities’ course. Course currently 
£18.72 per access, looking to make free for all UK residents (currently free to access for Welsh 
residents)

• Detailed guidance on agroforestry grant schemes & regulations within England. (these are currently 
being developed, with a grant release date of 1st Quarter of 2024)

• Forest Research are carrying out an ‘Expanding Agroforestry’ Project, producing evidence reviews on 
agroforestry topics and collecting new data on agroforestry:

• Agroforestry Species & Silviculture Improved information on AF tree species will be collated from decision support tools and 
literature. 

• Agroforestry Ecosystem Service Benefits Evidence for the impacts (+/-) of agroforestry systems for the agricultural landscape 

• Exemplar Case Studies Drawing from existing databases we will build a list of exemplar agroforestry case study sites in the UK 

• Agroforestry carbon sequestration potential at different spacings. 

(Some of your institutions are already involved with this study)
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https://www.soilassociation.org/farmers-growers/low-input-farming-advice/agroforestry-on-your-farm/agroforestry-and-farm-woodland-e-learning/


Non Forestry Commission Resources

• Soil Association Agroforestry Handbook – Free PDF available. Single best resource 
for getting a solid understanding of Agroforestry systems and the potential for UK 
farming. Good YouTube channel also.

• Land Workers Alliance ‘The Cutting Edge’ Report – Recent accessible report 
published detailing 12 small to medium scale forestry businesses, covering profits/ 
costs/ business type etc.

• Land Workers Alliance ‘The Promise of Agroforestry’ – 8 case studies from the UK 
carrying out agroforestry.

• Agroforestry: A Primer - a guide to agroforestry principles and concepts – and 
how to use them effectively. Created by CIFOR-ICRAF & World Agroforestry

• Scottish Forestry Woodland Grazing Toolbox - guide to developing a Woodland 
Grazing Plan

(There are alot more resources out there, but this is a good starting point)
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https://www.soilassociation.org/farmers-growers/low-input-farming-advice/agroforestry-on-your-farm/download-the-agroforestry-handbook/
https://www.youtube.com/@SoilAssociation
https://landworkersalliance.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/WEB2TheCuttingEdge-2023.pdf
https://landworkersalliance.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Promise_of_agroforestry_web_pageview.pdf
https://www.cifor-icraf.org/knowledge/publication/25264/
https://www.cifor-icraf.org/
https://www.worldagroforestry.org/
https://forestry.gov.scot/woodland-grazing-toolbox
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The Agroforestry Show is the first of its kind 
aimed at bringing together farmers, 
foresters, tree surgeons, growers, graziers, 
advisors, funders, food businesses and 
agroforesters.

Potential bursary for up to 100 Agri & Forestry students to attend the 
show.

Please contact Helen Chesshire (Woodland Trust) for more information.

Final thoughts

My role is to work with and support you to 
create the material you require to be able to 
teach and engage with the future generation 
of farmers and land managers. If there is 
something that you need, please get in 
touch so we can create that resource.

https://www.agroforestryshow.com/
mailto:Helen%20Chesshire%20%3cHelenChesshire@woodlandtrust.org.uk%3e


james.ramskir-gardiner@forestrycommission.gov.uk


