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Overview of TABLE
● We’re a think tank based at the University of

Oxford, Wageningen University and Research,
and the Swedish University of Agricultural Science

● We explore contested issues in food systems with a particular focus on 
values, beliefs and context

● We publish explainers on major food systems topics, blog posts on individual 
research projects, letterbox debates between stakeholders with different 
perspectives, a fortnightly newsletter of important food systems research, a 
research library of papers featured in the newsletter, podcasts featuring 
interviews with researchers and stakeholders, and a jobs and events board, 
and host events



Resources for undergrads
● We have a variety of resources suitable as readings or other course material 

for undergraduate level students
○ explainers

○ explainer summaries

○ podcasts: Feed and Meat: the Four Futures

All our resources are available on our website - www.tabledebates.org

http://www.tabledebates.org


Explainers
● Cover contested concepts in agriculture 

and food systems

● PDFs are 20-30 pages long (including 

references)

● also available embedded on the website

● accessible level for undergraduates (and 

interested non-experts)

● peer-reviewed by domain experts

LANDING PAGE: https://www.tabledebates.org/explainers

https://www.tabledebates.org/explainers


Explainers
● Cover the fundamentals: the what, the why 

and the who of different movements and 

concepts

● But also look at the contested parts:
○ what do stakeholders disagree about?

○ what kinds of evidence do different sides rely on?

○ are there different assumptions behind different 

claims?

○ what are the values behind different 

understandings?

LANDING PAGE: https://www.tabledebates.org/explainers

https://www.tabledebates.org/explainers


Explainer 
summaries
● 2-3 page versions of the full explainers

● good revision or reference material for 

students

● available only for a few of our explainers so 

far, but more are on the way!

LANDING PAGE: https://www.tabledebates.org/explainers

https://www.tabledebates.org/explainers


Podcasts
Feed: our regular podcast, featuring interviews with food 

systems stakeholders (most often researchers, but also 

writers, farmers, innovators)

● typically 30-60 minutes long

● appropriate for higher-level students–those who want to 

hear about issues straight from the horse’s mouth!

Meat: the four futures: a standalone series on the different 

scenarios being advocated for by stakeholders for the future 

of meat production and consumption

● 40-60 minute long episode feature many different 

speakers

● appropriate for all students

LANDING PAGES: https://www.tabledebates.org/podcast, 
https://www.tabledebates.org/meat

https://www.tabledebates.org/podcast
https://www.tabledebates.org/meat


We have a variety of resources that may be useful for lecturers, other educators, and 
more advanced students:

● subject reports
● blogs+essays
● interactive tools
● Fodder, our newsletter
● research library
● Ferment, our online discussion platform
● jobs and events listings (included in Fodder, but also available on the website)
● finally, Feed podcast may be more of interest to academics than students!

Resources for lecturers and 
graduate students

https://tabledebates.org/publications
https://tabledebates.org/publications
https://tabledebates.org/blog
https://www.tabledebates.org/fodder
https://www.tabledebates.org/research-library
https://community.tabledebates.org/
https://tabledebates.org/jobs
https://www.tabledebates.org/podcast


Reports
● similar to our explainers in scope and 

length, but dealing with a more eclectic set 

of topics ranging from the very abstract (like 

What scale for the food system?) to the 

relatively narrow (who is investing in protein 

production in sub-Saharan Africa?)

● some may be of interest to students, all 

may be of interest to educators

LANDING PAGE: https://tabledebates.org/publications

https://tabledebates.org/publications


● Presenting a specific perspective on one food and agriculture topic (blogs) or 

contrasting and discussing conflicting perspectives (essays)

● Written by third parties–often a researcher presenting their own recent work

● We welcome submissions, especially from ECRs and grad students!

Blogs and essays

LANDING PAGE: https://www.tabledebates.org/blog

https://www.tabledebates.org/blog


Interactives
● We’re starting to create interactive tools for 

exploring contested issue

● these can be used for running workshops 

and as prompts for discussion in seminars 

and classes

● do contact us if you’re interested in using 

these and would like

support to do so!



Newsletter: 
Fodder

Our weekly newsletter includes:

● summaries of important new papers 

and books on food systems and 

agriculture

● job listings

● event listings

● our own new publications!

LANDING PAGE: https://www.tabledebates.org/fodder

https://www.tabledebates.org/fodder


Research library
● Library of research items - major papers, 

reports, books, etc.

● all include abstracts, links and keywords

● many also include our own accessible 

summaries

LANDING PAGE: https://www.tabledebates.org/research-library

https://www.tabledebates.org/research-library


Ferment
● Our online discussion platform

● We’re keen to partner with 

educators to use this as a space 

for students to comment, 

discuss, contribute–please do 

get in touch if this would be a 

useful tool for you!

LANDING PAGE: https://community.tabledebates.org/

https://community.tabledebates.org/
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thanks for listening!
questions, comments, etc. welcome!

http://www.tabledebates.org
mailto:tamsinblaxter@tabledebates.org

